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Born in California, Texas-raised, Native American/Mexican Heritage

22+ years rebuilding communities in active war, conflict, natural 
disasters, epidemiological outbreaks, and other complex contexts 

Master of Public Health in Forced Migration & Epidemiology of 
HIV/AIDS from Columbia University

International Institute for Astronautical Sciences/Project PoSSUM 
since 2018
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Project PoSSUM: MicroGravity Research



“ What everyone in the astronaut corps shares in common 
is not gender or ethnic background, but motivation, 

perseverance, and desire - the desire to participate in a 
voyage of discovery...” 

~ Ellen Ochoa
American Engineer, Astronaut, and former Director of the Johnson Space Center


